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The school does not meet all of the
Overall outcome independent school standards that were
checked during this inspection

Main inspection findings

Part 1. Quality of education provided

Paragraph 2(1), 2(1)(a), 2(2), 2(2)(a)

W The previous inspection found the curriculum was not broad enough. For example, it did
not provide pupils with sufficient experience of technological understanding. The
curriculum did not sequence content effectively to allow pupils to build knowledge
cumulatively over time.

B The proposed actions to address the failings were too vague and did not include clear,
measurable success criteria.

B The school has overhauled the curriculum. The subjects offered are in line with the
national curriculum. The school uses some commercially produced subject plans. The
plans include appropriately sequenced knowledge and skills. This allows pupils to build
on previously learned content.

B The school has appropriate subject plans for teaching computing from Year 1 onwards.
This supports pupils’ understanding of technological understanding.

Paragraphs 2(1)(b)(ii), 2(2)(@)(@), 2(2)(d)(7r), 2(2)(1), 2A(1)(a) and 2A(1)(b), 3(i) and 3(})
B The Department for Education (DfE) requested that the inspection checks some
paragraphs that were previously met.

B The curriculum contains information to prepare pupils for life in Britain well. The
programme for personal, social and health education includes clear information about
the importance of respecting everyone’s rights. It includes age-appropriate content
about healthy relationships and ways to stay safe online.

B The curriculum content is in line with statutory requirements. Recently, leaders made
adaptations to the curriculum to be well prepared for legislation that is due to come into
force. For example, recently, teaching staff completed training on artificial intelligence in
preparation for changes to the requirements for teaching relationships and sex education
(RSE).
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B The school provides adequate training for staff to deliver the curriculum. Supportive and
regular checks on teaching take place to provide assurances that the curriculum is
implemented as the school expects.

B The independent school standards (the standards) contained within this part are met.

Part 2. Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils
Paragraph 5(a) and 5(b)(i) — 5(b)(vii)

B Following some concerns reported to the DfE, the inspection checked some paragraphs
of Part 2 of the standards. Therefore, inspectors explored the school’s approach to
supporting pupils’ personal development.

W Pupils are taught to respect cultures, backgrounds and religious traditions that are
different to their own. Through different subjects, pupils are taught important messages
about respect, democracy, people’s rights and the dangers of discrimination. For
example, older pupils learn that the rights of people who identify as lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender are protected under the law.

B Occasionally, the school uses visiting speakers to reinforce messages of responsibilities,
laws and personal safety. For example, in recent times, a police officer spoke to pupils
about online safety and ways to report concerns. Pupils are taught to be responsible
citizens.

B The standards contained within this part are met.

Part 3. Welfare, health and safety of pupils
Paragraph 15

B Inspectors checked some standards that were met at the previous inspection. This is to
understand the school’s admissions arrangements and the way it records attendance.

B The school has clear records of recording pupils’” attendance and absences. It
communicates this information to parents appropriately and regularly. However, the
school does not meet its responsibilities in line with statutory regulations. For example,
the school does not use the correct administrative codes for recording pupils’ absences.

B The school collects appropriate information when pupils join the school. This includes
parental contact details and information about previous schools pupils have attended.
However, it does not fulfil its statutory responsibilities when pupils leave the school. For
example, it does not inform the local authority when pupils are taken off the school roll.

m Consequently, the standards contained within this part are unmet.

Part 8. Quality of leadership in and management of schools
Paragraph 34(1), 34(1)(a), 34(1)(b), 34(1)(c)

B The previous inspection found the proprietor’s oversight of a few aspects of the school’s
compliance with the standards was not sufficiently strong. Consequently, some standards
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in relation to the curriculum were not met. The proposed actions to address the failings
lacked detail.

B The proprietor has improved the oversight of the curriculum and quality of education.
Improvements to curriculum materials and targeted training for teaching staff have led
to improvements.

m Effectively, the proprietor ensures the school meets many of its statutory obligations.
This includes the requirements of Schedule 10 of the Equalities Act 2010 and its
obligations to comply with the requirements for RSE. Pupils’ well-being is actively
promoted.

B However, the proprietor body does not demonstrate adequate knowledge and skills to
ensure the standards are met consistently and securely. For example, leaders are not
sufficiently aware of their responsibilities related to statutory requirements regarding
pupil admissions and attendance. In addition, there were a few inaccuracies in the
school’s published safeguarding policy that leaders corrected during the on-site
inspection.

B As a result, the standards contained within this part are unmet.
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Compliance with regulatory requirements

The school does not meet the requirements of the schedule to The Education (Independent
School Standards) Regulations 2014 (‘the independent school standards’) and associated
requirements that were checked during this inspection, as set out in the annex of this
report. This included the standards and requirements that the school was judged to not
comply with at the previous inspection. Not all of the standards and associated
requirements were checked during this inspection.

The school now meets the following independent school standards
Part 1. Quality of education provided

B 2(1) The standard in this paragraph is met if-

— 2(1)(a) the proprietor ensures that a written policy on the curriculum, supported
by appropriate plans and schemes of work, which provides for the matters
specified in sub-paragraph (2) is drawn up and implemented effectively;

m 2(1)(b) the written policy, plans and schemes of work-

— 2(1)(b)(ii) do not undermine the fundamental British values of democracy, the
rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with
different faiths and

2(2) For the purposes of paragraph (2)(1)(a), the matters are-

— 2(2)(a) full-time supervised education for pupils of compulsory school age
(construed in accordance with section 8 of the Education Act 1996), which gives
pupils experience in linguistic, mathematical, scientific, technological, human and
social, physical and aesthetic and creative education;

B 2(2)(d) personal, social, health and economic education which-

—  2(2)(d)(i) reflects the school’s aim and ethos; and

— 2(2)(d)(ii) encourages respect for other people, paying particular regard to the
protected characteristics set out in the 2010 Act;

— 2(2)(i) effective preparation of pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and
experiences of life in British society.

® 2(A)(1) The standard in this paragraph is met if the proprietor-

— 2(A)(1)(a) ensures that every registered pupil who is provided with primary
education at the school is provided with relationships education,

— 2(A)(1)(b) ensures that every registered pupil who is provided with secondary
education at the school is provided with relationships and sex education, except
in so far as the pupil is excused as mentioned in sub-paragraph (2)

B 3 The standard in this paragraph is met if the proprietor ensures that the
teaching at the school-
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3(i) does not undermine the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of
law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different
faiths and beliefs; and

3(j) does not discriminate against pupils contrary to Part 6 of the 2010 Act

Part 2. Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils

B 5 The standard about the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of

pupils at the school is met if the proprietor-

5(a) actively promotes the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of
law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different
faiths and beliefs;

5(b)(i) enable pupils to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-
confidence;

5(b)(ii) enable pupils to distinguish right from wrong and to respect the civil and
criminal law of England;

5(b)(iii) encourage pupils to accept responsibility for their behaviour, show
initiative and understand how they can contribute positively to the lives of those
living and

5(b)(iv) enable pupils to acquire a broad general knowledge of and respect for
public institutions and services in England;

5(b)(v) further tolerance and harmony between different cultural traditions by
enabling pupils to acquire an appreciation of and respect for their own and other
cultures;

5(b)(vi) encourage respect for other people, paying particular regard to the
protected characteristics set out in the 2010 Act; and

5(b)(vii) encourage respect for democracy and support for participation in the
democratic process, including respect for the basis on which the law is made and
applied in England;

Part 8. Quality of leadership in and management of schools

B 34(1) The standard about the quality of leadership and management is met if the

proprietor ensures that persons with leadership and management responsibilities
at the school-
34(1)(c) actively promote the well-being of pupils.
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School details

Unique reference number
DfE registration number

Inspection number

XK

Ofsted

133385
304/6079
10424899

This inspection was carried out under section 109(1) and (2) of the Education and Skills Act
2008, the purpose of which is to advise the Secretary of State for Education about the
school’s suitability for continued registration as an independent school.

Type of school

School status

Age range of pupils
Gender of pupils

Number of pupils on the school roll
Number of part-time pupils
Proprietor

Chair

Headteacher

Annual fees (day pupils)
Telephone number
Website

Email address

Date of previous standard inspection

Information about this school

Other independent school
Independent day school
6 to 16

Mixed

74

0

The Iranian Embassy
Mr Seyed Hosseini

Mr Seyed Hosseini
£1,900 to £2,100
02073728051
www.iris-school.co.uk
info@irischool.co.uk

26 to 28 November 2024

B This is an independent day school with an Islamic ethos. The school caters for boys and

girls age 6 to 16.

B There are some uncertainties about the identity of the proprietor of the school. On the
Department for Education website, the Iranian Embassy are listed as the proprietor.
Leaders assert the Iranian embassy owns the building, but representatives of the
embassy are not involved with the leadership of the school. The headteacher is the sole
member of the proprietor body. There is a board of governors in place who advise and

support senior leaders.
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B A standard inspection of the school took place in November 2024.
B The school does not use alternative provision.
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Information about this inspection

B This inspection was carried out at the request of the registration authority for
independent schools. The purpose of the inspection was to monitor the progress the
school has made in meeting the independent school standards and other requirements
that it was judged to not comply with at its previous inspection. The DfE commissioned
the inspection to review compliance with other standards following complaints received
about the school.

® In November 2024, a standard inspection was conducted. This inspection found that the
school did not meet the standards. DfE required the school to devise a statutory action
plan to address the failings. Ofsted reviewed the action plan in August 2025.
Subsequently, the DfE rejected the action plan.

B This is the first monitoring inspection since the previous standard inspection. The
inspection was conducted without notice.

B Inspectors held meetings with the headteacher, other senior leaders, staff and pupils.
Inspectors also visited lessons and reviewed documentation.

B The inspection also considered the school’s safeguarding arrangements, including the
single central record of pre-employment checks and whether the school’s safeguarding
policy is available to parents and carers. These requirements of the independent school
standards are met.

Inspection team
Andrea Bedeau, lead inspector His Majesty’s Inspector

Guy Forbat His Majesty’s Inspector
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Annex. Compliance with regulatory requirements

The school does not meet the following independent school standards

Standards that were not met at the previous inspection and remain un-met at this inspection
Part 8. Quality of leadership in and management of schools

B 34(1) The standard about the quality of leadership and management is met if the
proprietor ensures that persons with leadership and management responsibilities at the
school-

— 34(1)(a) demonstrate good skills and knowledge appropriate to their role so that the

independent school standards are met consistently;

— 34(1)(b) fulfil their responsibilities effectively so that the independent school standards
are met consistently;

Standards that were met at the previous inspection, but are now judged to not be met at
this inspection

Part 3. Welfare, health and safety of pupils

B 15 The standard in this paragraph is met if the proprietor ensures that an admission and
attendance register is maintained in accordance with the Education (Pupil Registration)
(England) Regulations 2006[13].

The school now meets the following requirements of the independent school
standards

The school now meets the following independent school standards
Part 1. Quality of education provided

W 2(1) The standard in this paragraph is met if-

— 2(1)(a) the proprietor ensures that a written policy on the curriculum, supported
by appropriate plans and schemes of work, which provides for the matters
specified in sub-paragraph (2) is drawn up and implemented effectively;

B 2(1)(b) the written policy, plans and schemes of work-

— 2(1)(b)(ii) do not undermine the fundamental British values of democracy, the
rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with
different faiths and

2(2) For the purposes of paragraph (2)(1)(a), the matters are-

— 2(2)(a) full-time supervised education for pupils of compulsory school age
(construed in accordance with section 8 of the Education Act 1996), which gives
pupils experience in linguistic, mathematical, scientific, technological, human and
social, physical and aesthetic and creative education;
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B 2(2)(d) personal, social, health and economic education which-

— 2(2)(d)(i) reflects the school’s aim and ethos; and

— 2(2)(d)(ii) encourages respect for other people, paying particular regard to the
protected characteristics set out in the 2010 Act;

— 2(2)(i) effective preparation of pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and
experiences of life in British society.

m 2(A)(1) The standard in this paragraph is met if the proprietor-

— 2(A)(1)(a) ensures that every registered pupil who is provided with primary
education at the school is provided with relationships education,

— 2(A)(1)(b) ensures that every registered pupil who is provided with secondary
education at the school is provided with relationships and sex education, except
in so far as the pupil is excused as mentioned in sub-paragraph (2)

B 3 The standard in this paragraph is met if the proprietor ensures that the
teaching at the school-

— 3(i) does not undermine the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of
law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different
faiths and beliefs; and

— 3(j) does not discriminate against pupils contrary to Part 6 of the 2010 Act

Part 2. Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils

B 5 The standard about the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of
pupils at the school is met if the proprietor-

— 5(a) actively promotes the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of
law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different
faiths and beliefs;

— 5(b)(i) enable pupils to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-
confidence;

— 5(b)(ii) enable pupils to distinguish right from wrong and to respect the civil and
criminal law of England;

— 5(b)(iii) encourage pupils to accept responsibility for their behaviour, show
initiative and understand how they can contribute positively to the lives of those
living and

— 5(b)(iv) enable pupils to acquire a broad general knowledge of and respect for
public institutions and services in England;

— 5(b)(v) further tolerance and harmony between different cultural traditions by
enabling pupils to acquire an appreciation of and respect for their own and other
cultures;

— 5(b)(vi) encourage respect for other people, paying particular regard to the
protected characteristics set out in the 2010 Act; and

— 5(b)(vii) encourage respect for democracy and support for participation in the
democratic process, including respect for the basis on which the law is made and
applied in England;

Part 8. Quality of leadership in and management of schools
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B 34(1) The standard about the quality of leadership and management is met if the
proprietor ensures that persons with leadership and management responsibilities
at the school-

— 34(1)(c) actively promote the well-being of pupils.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the
guidance ‘Raising concerns and making a complaint about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/publications/complaints-about-ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of
the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

Parent View
You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted will use the information
parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to inspect and when and as part of the inspection.

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about schools in England. You
can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link on the main Ofsted website: www.gov.uk/ofsted.

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to achieve
excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It
regulates and inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family Court
Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education and skills,
adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It
assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and child
protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please telephone
0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the terms
of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or
email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates:
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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